IS    POLAND    LOST ?

part of the Russian sleuths was countered with
stricter secrecy or dealt with by means of bribery.
The organization operated illegally for twelve
years, during which time there was not a single
case of denunciation. In Warsaw the scheme cost
6,000 roubles per annum, contributed partly by
parents and partly by members of the organization.
Later, substantial donations were made by Sien-
kiewicz and Anton Osuchowsky. In the country,
the education of the children was in the hands of
the big landowners, who, unless there was a
trained teacher or other suitable person in the
family, ran the secret schools themselves.

Helena Boguszewska, the authoress, records her
own experiences as a pupil of one of the secret
schools in Warsaw. She refers to the special
difficulty of the girls, who had to hide their books
and slates under their pinafores. The children were
carefully trained not to 'blab*. They were taught
not to hurry in the street, and not to recognize
their teachers in public. They had to enter and
leave the * school building' one by one, taking
care that there was no policeman within sight.
Some policemen, of course, were bribed to turn
a blind eye to these goings-on. The classes were
held in the dining or living room, and always there
was a cupboard crammed with needlework, begun
but never completed, so that in case of a sudden
raid by the Russian police it could be pretended
that the girls had gathered to do their embroidery
in company. The children derived a great deal
of fun from the conspiratorial character of their
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